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BIOPSY PROCEDURE
· The biopsied muscle shouldn’t be recently (over the last month) examined by needle EMG. Selection should be based on the distribution of muscle weakness and the examined muscle should be moderately affected
· The specimen should be taken from the muscle belly and be reasonably-sized (1,5 x 1,5cm)
· During the procedure a diathermy shouldn’t be used.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Do not embed the specimen in fixative solution. The specimen should be kept on a piece of gauze slightly moistened with isotonic saline and rapidly transferred to the Laboratory of Myopathology for further processing. 
PRIOR TO THE BIOPSY
· All biopsies are performed with a prior contact with the laboratory technician Ms Mastoroglou (+30 2107289134). 
· All specimens should be accompanied by the appropriate referral form  
· In case of treatment with antiplatelet agents (i.e. aspirin, clopidogrel) these medications should be stopped 10 days before the procedure. In case of treatment with anticoagulants, the treating physician should give appropriate instructions 



